
           December, 2016 

SHIP is a free, unbiased counseling program provided by the Indiana State Department of 
Insurance. 

Q: Now that the Annual 
Enrollment Period has 
ended, I’m afraid I can’t 
change my Medicare 
Advantage Plan. I’m not 
happy with it. Is there 
anything I can do?  

A: It is correct that the 
Annual Enrollment Period 
(October 15 - December 7) 
has ended for 2016. You do 
still have some options, 
depending on your situation. 

The Annual Disenrollment 
Period will take place 
January 1 - February 14, 
2017. During the 
Disenrollment Period, you 
can leave your current 
Medicare Advantage plan 
and switch to Original 
Medicare. 

If you switch to Original 
Medicare during this time, 
you’ll have until February 14 
to join a stand-alone 
Medicare Prescription Drug 
Plan if your Medicare 
Advantage plan included 
drug coverage. Your new 
drug coverage would begin 
the first day of the month 
after the plan receives your 
enrollment form. 

Some examples of what you 
cannot do during the 
Disenrollment Period 

include: 

 Switching from Original 
Medicare to a Medicare 
Advantage Plan 

 Switching from one 
Medicare Advantage Plan 
to another 

 Switching from one 
Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plan to another 

 Joining, switching, or 
dropping a Medicare 
Medical Savings Account 
(MSA) Plan.  

If you have questions about 
your Medicare Advantage 
Plan, Enrollment Periods, or 
anything else related to 
Medicare, call SHIP at -1

4800-452-800 , -846-866-1

0139 TDD or online 
at www.medicare.in.gov.  

During the Disenrollment 
Period, if you have… 

You can switch to… 

A Medicare private health plan 
with drug coverage (Medicare 

Advantage Plan with 
prescription drug coverage—

MAPD) 

Original Medicare and a 
prescription drug plan 

or 

Original Medicare without a 
prescription drug plan 

A Medicare Private Fee-For-
Service (PFFS) plan that does 

not have prescription drug 
coverage and a stand-alone 

prescription drug plan (MA and 
PDP) 

Original Medicare, but you 
must keep your current 

prescription drug plan 

Original Medicare or Original 
Medicare and a prescription 

drug plan 

You cannot switch your plan 
during this time 
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